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May 22, 2020 
 
Dear POB Families, 
 
This week has traditionally been marked with tributes as we celebrate those who gave their all to our 
country.  Our hometown parade, led by our marching band fully bedecked in their new uniforms and batons 
twirling, should have been greeted by the community with flags waving, welcoming the summer in at our 
Memorial Day Parade.  Although we cannot participate with our customary rituals this year, we know that 
we all still feel the same sentiment of gratitude and patriotic pride for all who have served and continue to 
serve to keep us safe and protected. We extend particular thanks to all the essential workers whose service 
we owe a debt of gratitude during this time of closure. Our senior choir said it best as they sang their tribute 
for Memorial Day: One Voice. 
 
We are heading into a rather busy schedule as we now go through the rituals for the closing of schools on 
June 26, 2020.  This week our staff came in to begin to pack up our elementary classrooms.  The student 
materials left in school will be transported home on those yellow school buses our children have longed to 
see, as we conduct door-to-door deliveries between June 1-4.   
 
This year our budget vote will be conducted exclusively through the mail. Be sure to check your mailboxes 
for your absentee ballots.  They must be received by the District Clerk by 5pm, June 9, 2020.  We have used 
savings from this year’s budget to offset the 2020-21 budget, thereby allowing us to maintain programs with 
a budget increase of 1.16% and a tax levy increase of 1.98%.   
 
Our last day for direct instruction in grades 7-12 will be June 19, 2020. One-period assessments have been 
scheduled for some classes during the last week of school, and the senior class has some exciting things 
planned for the last two days. The plans for Moving Up and Graduation are now in place, and the seniors 
will be presenting their plans to the Board of Education at the May 27th meeting. I am so proud of the work 
the Class of 2020 has done to make the final celebrations meaningful and worthy of their memory. 
 
Our Health and Safety Committee is hard at work planning for the reopening of school.  The discussions are 
led by the CDC guidelines and will evolve as we hear more from the Governor.  Rest assured that we are 
considering every scenario and are championing the return to our brick and mortar as soon as it is safe to do 
so.  We miss our children and families so much. Hug them tightly as we move further into the uncertainty of 
times. 
 
We thank our entire staff for their incredible efforts during this difficult time.  They are true heroes. We 
remain even more committed to the values that hold us together as a community. Together we speak with 
One Voice for Excellence and Move Mountains to make us #POBStrong. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Lorna R. Lewis 
Superintendent of Schools 
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